
         TrainOrama Newsletter – March, 2008 

Hello all !   With two months of 2008 having already gone, here is the first  
quarter “Newsletter”dated March, 2008 , our last newsletter being December, 
2007, with only a limited amount of news and positive things happening in the 
interim.  The coming June newsletter will predictably be much better. 

 
Recent Arrivals; 

 

NSWR / PTC / SRA  49 Class Diesel  (  General Purpose GM-EMD Units )  

Having arrived in late February, the following models are now in stock; 
 
Series 1, ( Wide Runningboard Valance ) 
4901 -  Tuscan or Green Livery 
4903 -  Candy Livery 
4908 -  Indian Red Livery 
4910 -  Tuscan Livery 
4912 -  Indian Red Livery 
 
Series 2, ( Narrow Runningboard Valance ) 
4914 -  Tuscan Livery 
4915 -  Indian Red Livery 
4717 -  Indian Red Livery 
4918 -  Candy Livery 
 
All are competitively priced at AUD$245.oo each and waiting for new homes. 
A new development added to the operation of these latest release models 
is the ability to change the direction of the small “marker lights”, to either 
„red‟ or „white‟ by touching either end of the model with a “magnetic wand” 
supplied within the presentation box with each model.  Now one can enjoy 
some realistic running, with correct illumination of the model at each end. 

 
Current Stock Situation 

 

Bogie Coal and Wheat Hoppers 

Stocks of the “Freight Australia” logo‟ed VHBF wheat hopper, currently 
employed running on the metals in Victoria have now completely sold-out. 
 
Limited stocks remain in respect of the following NSWR / PTC / SRA vehicles; 
BWH  Bogie wheat hopper in gun metal grey -  $145.oo 
BWH  Bogie wheat hopper ( Recent re-run with new numbers ) -  $145.oo 
FWH   Heavier bogied wheat hopper in GM grey -  $145.oo   
FWH   Heavier bogied wheat hopper ( Recent re-run, new numbers ) - $145.oo 
BCH   Bogie Coal Hopper ( Recent re-run with new numbers ) -  $135.oo 
FCH   Bogie Coal Hopper ( Recent totally new run model ) -  $135.oo 
HCH   Bogie coal hopper in GM grey ( Pack 1 has already sold-out ) -  $135.oo 
All bogie hoppers being in packs of 4 and competitive priced while they last.    
The special run “variety pack” of  3 x “RUs” i.e., four wheeler wheat hoppers, 
plus 1 x“BWH” bogie wheat hopper is available for good buying at AUD$95.oo. 
Both BRH rutile hoppers and NPBF universal usage hoppers are now sold-out.  
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Single Ended SAR  930 Class Locomotives 

The SAR S/E 930 Class is still available in eight running numbers and in four 
different liveries, including AN green & yellow livery, all retailing at best price 
AUD$255.oo each.  Body details also vary, some having roof silencers. 
These models are to a very high quality standard and a must for the discerning 
collector.  The prototype is based on the World Series ALCO design and is a 
precursor to the much admired NSWR  44 Class locomotive. 
Some Background Information is; …..  

The S/E 930 Class were used as main hauliers of freight on the SAR broad 
gauge  between Port Adelaide, Port Pirie and Port Augusta  until the late 1970s.  
The State of SA saw them everywhere on the SAR system as freight hauliers, 
until being phased-out or converted to “double enders” by the early 1980s.  
They were also test run on the standard gauge. 
 

47 Class Locomotives 

The special run of 47 Class locomotive, 4717 in red & white R&H livery has now 

sold-out. As previously advised, this òCollectibleó wonõt likely be re-run again. 

Sold-out also are running numbers 4711 and silver cab roofed 4718.    
The remaining running numbers  4701 (  tuscan or candy ), 4705 ( tuscan ), 
4712 ( Candy ), 4714 ( candy ), 4716 ( tuscan ) and 4720 ( tuscan ) are getting 
low-on. These could be sold-out by mid year. So don‟t leave it too late to order. 
 

OHG Goods Brake Van  ( NSWR / PTC / SRA ) 

The very limited re-run  2 pack (i.e., pack of 2 ) of the NSWR  OHG Goods Brake 
Vans in gunmetal grey and priced at AUD$79.95 per pack has been selling very 
well.  This “very popular” special run is also expected to be a sell-out by mid 
2008.  So, don‟t leave it too long, if intending to acquire a pack of these little 
beauties.  
 
As a general editorial comment,  past experience has shown, strong pre-
ordering together with popularity will see “reduced quantity” runs like the 930 
Class, 47 Class and OHG brake vans “sell-out” reasonably quickly.  
Consequently, consider lay-buying or placing your order as soon as you can, 
as continuing availability of stocks of popular items will be tenuous.  Please 
remember, that current business strategy is to have on hand only sufficient 
stocks to meet the immediate demands of the market, avoiding an over-supply 
situation and enabling more focused priority on the manufacturing and 
importing of a continuing new line of items. 
  

Some “Unpowered” 44 Class models are still also available in various 

assorted running numbers. The price remains most reasonable at AUD$150.oo 
per unit. „i.e.‟, for those wanting an additional unpowered unit for “running in 
the shafts”as a No.2 loco behind any powered lead train engine. ( say 44, 45 or 
49 Class locos? ).   
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The latest prognosticated arrival times for items to be released in 2008 

 

The NSWR- 42 Class / GM-1 & 12 Class and VR-S Class. 

This project has now turned the corner, with a big beaming headlight in sight. 
The striving for “perfection” is nearing “pay- off”. The third „pilot‟ test shot 
models for examination of the tooling engineering have arrived and we are 
very satisfied with what has been achieved “tooling-wise” by the China 
factory.  
Frankly, to our gratification, these revised test shots are positively very very 
pleasing.  Notwithstanding, some minor adjustments will need to be made to 
reach the established „critical‟ standards of “TrainOrama Quality” required. 
 
So, never fear, all these coming models will definitely be individually styled 
“Aussie” GM-EMDs and not replications of near similar US  EMD  E- 8 or F-7 
units.  The TH-T website will have some pictures up, when the pilot pre-
production models finally arrive, hopefully during the third quarter of 2008. 
Everyone‟s patience is gratefully appreciated, as the wait will be worth it.  The 
pricing per unit still remains competitive at AUD$265.oo. 

 

The NSWGR C-32 Class 4-6-0 Passenger & Goods Steam Loco 

Most have viewed the painted pilot model of this outstanding “Premier Model” 
either as pictured within the Australian Model Railway Magazine, Motive Power 
Magazine or, on THT‟s website or , by live viewing down at TH-T  HQ, 1001 
Victoria Rd, West Ryde. The revised delivery date is July / Aug, 2008. The early 
bird payers did well!  The price for any particular one of the eight versions to 

be available is still AUD$585.oo.  Be warned ! The red & green versions are 

likely to now be a complete sell-out. So, order now if you haven‟t bothered yet. 
 

The VR – ZLP Brake Van 

Pictures of the pilot models ( in two versions ) have also appeared in the model 
press and have been available for viewing at TH-T headquarters.  This model is 
now due for release around August / Sept, 2008. The shelf price has now been 
established at $120.oo per twin pack of two.  With no orders being taken just 
yet.  This model is not a “Toy”!  The superior detail & quality is definitely there!  

 

The NSWR  PHG & MHG  Goods Brake Vans 

The “superb” pilot models of both these vans have done the rounds of both 
the 2007 Sydney and Wagga Exhibitions, having been seen by many. Extra 
good pictures appear in the December, 2007 issue of the Australian Model 
Railway Magazine. The release time for these is August / September, 2008. 
Achieving the superb quality of the tooling was particularly expensive, with the 
expense having to be acceded to, in order to maintain superior detail & quality. 
Unfortunately,  the best price available on these great models will be $120 per 
twin pack of two ( the regular price should in fact be around $150 per pack ) .   
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       TrainOrama  Newsletter – March, 2008   Continued … 

       

On-coming future releases; 

 

. NSWR  48 Class & SAR / ANR 830 Class Diesel Locomotive 

  The very next model off the production line after the completion of both 
  the 32 Class and 42 / GM & S Classes will be the “must have” 48 Class and  
  830 Class World Series Alcos.   
  These locos will come in their known period variations or style and 
   respective liveries, the 48 Class will be available initially in Series 1 and 2, 
   with Series 3 to follow ( around mid 2009 ). 
 
   As previously advised last newsletter, tooling has already been commenced 
   for S1 & S2, with delivery expected around late November, mid December, 08. 
   
   Despite tooling prices having again risen, the ordinary shelf price has been 
   kept down to AUD$265.oo per unit.   An “Early Bird” price of $220.oo per 
   unit is presently available, if fully paid by 30 June, 2008 , with orders now 
   being taken ( Yes, being taken right now!  So, don‟t risk missing this offer ! ). 
    
 

. NSW  SRA / Freight Rail / Rail Corp  82 Class Diesel Locomotive 

  Now re-scheduled for mid 2009 release is the 82 Class heavy drag loco, 
  which prototype loco now runs in Victoria as well as upon most of the NSW 
  trackage system, besides heading-up Hunter Valley and Western “Coalies”.  
  All design drawings have now been signed-off and project well in-the-breach. 
  No deposits are yet being taken at this time.   Pricing yet TBA.    

 

. NSWR  45 Class & SAR / ANR 600 Class Diesel Locomotives 

  The third quarter of 2009 will see the scheduled release of both the 45 Class 
  and 600 Class look-alike World Series Alco locos.  But, there are and will be 
  significant differences.  Certain 45 Class models will sport both marker light 
  and body detail differences as occurred in real life.  Likewise, the 600 Class 
  will be in versions sporting different body modifications applicable to 
  different eras or time periods and livery schemes.  The design drawings have 
  also been signed off and the project ready to proceed to production.  
  Price is yet TBA and “No” deposits are being taken at this point in time.  
  

. WAGR / Westrail  L- Class Locomotive and its later derivatives 

  Scheduled for late 2009 is the sought-after “L-Class” well travelled heavy 
   drag loco.  All design drawings have been signed-off upon and the project is 
   ready to go into production. Price is yet TBA and “no” deposits being taken 
   at this time.  
 
Please Note: All projects are being deliberately ‟spaced‟, so as to avoid every-
thing coming all-at-once, thereby assisting customers with their budgeting. 
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On-coming future releases  - Continued …. 

Still on-going are future passenger and goods ( Freight ) rollingstock in-the-
breach and for which most design drawings have been fully completed. 
These future rollingstock productions are as follows;… 
 

. VR- CSX  &  NSWR NCX  Bogie Coil Steel Wagons 
 
. VR- GY / GH  Four Wheeler Tarp Covered Grain Wagon 
 
. VR- BLX / BLF  Bogie Covered Freight Van 
 
. VR- VLEX  Bogie Covered Freight Wagon 
 
. NSWR  BCH  Tarp Covered Bogie Wagon ( utilized for wheat traffic ) 
 
. NSWR  LLV,  GLX  and  HLX  Bogie Louvre Vans 
 
. NSWR LHG Goods Brake Van 
 
. NSWR  L- Class Passenger Cars ( „ie‟ Six Car “CUB Set” ) 
 
. NSWR  JLX and KLY  Bogie Louvre Vans 
 
. NSWR  MLV  Fish Belly Bogie Louvre Van 
 
A re-run of the NSWR “Pullman Cars” and “Pullman like” vintage AM, BJ & FJ  
passenger cars, all to be modified, together with an un-modified re-run of the 
NODY gondola as a “cheapie” wagon is also in the pipeline. 
 
These items are expected to be released at intervals over the next 30 months. 
That is, from the third quarter 2008 throughout 2009 and thence 2010.  The 
order in which they come depends upon targets set by the various factory 
project engineers involved.    
 
The VR – BLX  /  BLF ribbed sided vans are already overdue.  
So, it‟s a question of items arriving when they arrive.   
Every effort will be made to keep the market informed of happenings as 
regards the rollingstock program, as and when information comes to hand.  
So, keep watching this space, „i.e.‟, quarterly newsletters.        
 

So ends the March, 2008 News.   E&OE. 
The next Newsletter will be June, 2008, all being well.   
Also, “Happy Easter” in advance ! 

 
Cheers „n Beers, 
 
B.B.Bob. 
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Attachment to TrainOrama Newsletter – March, 2008. 

Post Editorial– “Late 1970s Nostalgia” ( i.e. 30 years ago! ) by B.B.Bob 
A short story about the NSWR  47, 48 & 49 Class diesel locomotives in action. 
( Intended for modelers who have never experienced a “close encounter” ) 

 
Being there and having the feel of “The Macho”of a railway in action with 
power-up-front on a goods train is something that you‟ve got to experience. 
Looking at the fine models of today can serve to replicate or bring back 
memories of such.  And, if you haven‟t  had the full exposure experience,  
I hope the following narrative gives you something satisfying to think upon.   
 
It was on a relaxed Friday afternoon around 4.30pm one late summer afternoon 
in 1978, when I turned into the carpark at Bathurst Railway Station (New South 
Wales Central Western District).  I dropped by to see “ Whats Around !” Upon 
cornering the station building, there to my delight was a „short goods‟ ready 
for immediate departure headed by would you believe, a 47 Class (lead engine) 
and in the shafts a 49 Class, No2 end leading and then a 48 Class (Series 3 
with big fuel tank) also with No.2 end in the lead ( i.e. the 49 & 48 Class both 
with No.1 ends facing their attached train, with the lead 47 Class having No.1 
end facing front, making a combined lash-up of 47 + 49 + 48 ).  
 
With interest, I proceeded to inspect this more than powered-up ( with plenty 
of grunt ) little train.  With an MHG brake van at the rear, looking towards  the 
train engines ( and what a lash-up!  Imagine my luck at seeing the NSWR‟s 
three main branchline engines together ) the consist forward of the van was a 
BDX gondola filled with bagged fertilizer, then followed two BWH wheat 
hoppers ( likely empty ), then three oil pots ( petrol tankers ), two GLX louvred 
vans and finally a NODY wagon ( gondola ) loaded with what looked like pre-
fab steel shed posts, being thence attached to the forward lash-up of engines. 
 
And, this is what I liked doing most, I nose‟ied past each engine taking-in 
everything ( like heroin to the addict ). The 48 Class rumbled strongly to the 
four stroke Alco beat, tossing-out a faint plume of exhaust stack smoke ready 
for the attack on Tumulla Bank which lay ahead and what a real keen look this 
engine had.  Approaching the centred 49 Class, it too rumbled strongly to the 
double beat of the EMD-GM powerful diesel motor housed inside the long 
hood. And there was the smell of hot dieso issuing from the bodyside vent 
grills and what another mean looking machine I thought ! 
Lastly, the 47 Class, with powerfully viabrating long hood stood ready with 
roof vents partly opened and a very very neat looking cab crewed and ready.    
   
Wahoo!  I knew the driver, Paul Cook ( not related ) and the guard, Max Duffey, 
both from Cowra.  “Are you coming with us mate” they yelled over the noise of 
the triple rumbling engines. “No fellas, I‟m gunna follow in me car and maybe 
get a few pictures. Yus are going to Cowra right now aren‟t yus?” “Yeah mate, 
they‟ll be needin the 47 & 49 Class tomorrow, Saturday to pick-up “Wheaties” 
being loaded at Grenfell and Greenthorpe, they will be wanting the two empties 
that we‟re bringing-up today”. I replied,“Might see ya then at the railway pub at 
Koorawatha, hey?!” “Yeah! That‟s if we get away on time Saturday or we‟ll see 
you at the Cowra RSL Club on Sunday!”                      
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 “1970s Nostalgia” Continued; …. 
“Righto Paul!” shouted Guard, Max Duffey, “Get Going!”…The „Green Flag‟ 
being held in the air by the duty ASM, with Max spritely prancing down the 
platform and boarding the MHG goods brake van at the rear. 
 
Notch 1! notch 2! notch 3! all engines commenced roaring, exhaust smoke 
first billowing and then blasting upwards into the blue sky, the station platform 
viabrating in unison with all three „screaming engines‟ now commencing to 
thunder out forward-of the main platform.  The short train started to hurtle past 
me, stirring a wind, plus the wheels of the consist wagons singing & clacking 
over an unwelded rail join.  The three engines picked-up the afternoon sun as 
the end brake van cavorted past me, Guard Duffey yelling… “ See Ya Bob!”. 
 
The red colour schemes on the engines looked great as they headed off and 
away on the „down main‟ heading West, passing the old steam Depot Shed  
(trackside left) and thence blasting the underside of the steel lattice road-over 
bridge with columns of high shooting exhaust. 
 
Mounting my motor (a 1974 four cylinder Galant), I headed out around the DE‟s 
Office (almost on two wheels) and flew across the road over-bridge onto the 
Perthville-Georges Plains-Newbridge Road, headed West.  I soon found myself 
paralleling the three lashed-up engines and their short length train on my right. 
And, a bonza sight it all was.  The three engines were performing beautifully, 
singing their individual tunes that I liked hearing and, at road speed 80 kmph 
when I looked at my dashboard speedometer.      
        
Driver, Paul gave me a blast on the 47s air horns and Duffey waved from the 
end van.  To see these three engines powering along, 47+49+48 was a thrill to 
be forever remembered.  I couldn‟t decide which engine had the most appeal, 
since altogether, they were truly “awesome”.  All three were thundering along, 
then at times loping. I had to keep one eye on the road, passing under the sun-
lit canopies of roadside trees (plain trees I think).  The attached freight wagons 
looked extra good and ran quite smoothly, since the consist was made-up of 
all bogied vehicles. The oil pots and louver vans looked particularly smart and 
were nicely added-to by the trailing gunmetal MHG brake van. 
 
I was by this time now getting close to Perthville and needed to traverse the 
level crossing there before being reached by the Cowra bound goods I was 
paralleling.  In fact, I just made the crossing before the warning bell clanged 
into action and the red lights started flashing.   The 47 Class and assisting 
power thrusters were now hot on my heels. “They” were soon well into the 
curve through the paddocks located just before the second road crossing at 
Georges Plains Railway Station.  I tried dismounting to take “That Photo of 
Photos” and realized that I had left it too late to adjust-up the camera settings, 
as the crossing warning system burst into action. The air horns of the 47 Class 
trumpeted loudly, the consist then quickly slowing to pick-up the „safe working 
staff‟ at Georges Plains.  Then began the assault of “Tumulla Bank” en-route to 
Blayney.  Nothing could match the noise of thundering GM power issuing from 
the 49 Class, a noise that has to be heard to be appreciated.   As the daylight 
started to fade, I abandoned the chase and headed-off to me Ma‟s at Murringo 
(near Young) and pondered catching-up with train movements at Koorawatha 
the next day.  End of Story.     (This story continued next newsletter, yes / no?) 
  
 


